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The THEMIS project 

• Exploring how the migration of people at one point in time 
affects subsequent patterns of migration to the same area – 
evolution of migration systems 

• International project team:   
International Migration Institute (IMI),  Oxford, UK 

Erasmus University Rotterdam (EUR), the Netherlands. 

The Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Norway. 

Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning (IGOT-UL), Portugal.  

• Other collaborating institutions: 
Universidade do Vale do Rio Doce, Governador Valadares, Minas Gerais, Brazil 

Institute of Sociology, National Academy of Sciences, Kiev, Ukraine 

National Institute of Statistics and Economics, Rabat, Morocco 
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The THEMIS project 
  Destination Origin 

Period of data 
collection 

2010 -2013 

Localities in 
Netherlands, Norway, 

Portugal, UK 
Brazil, Morocco, Ukraine 

Semi-structured 
interviews (633) 

274 362 

Individual surveys* 
(4017) 

2859 1158 

Quantitative sampling 
methods 

Snowball sampling, 
respondent driven sampling 

Multistage stratified sampling 

Target population* 
(qualitative) 

Migrants from BZ, MO, UA 
Return migrants, migrants' 

family members 

Target population* 
(quantitative) 

Migrants from BZ, MO, UA 
People living in the research 

areas (one individual per 
surveyed household) 

*Men and women aged 16 or more 
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What do we mean with feedback? 
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Feedback in migration processes 

Destination 

FEEDBACK 
MECHANISMS 

Origin 

Aspirations 
and capacities 

to migrate 

Migration 
industry 

Labour 
market 
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Migration feedback and social 
networks 

• Literature: Focus on feedback arising from the operation of 
migrant social networks (Massey 1990; Levitt, 1998; Levitt and 
Glick Schiller 2004; Levitt and Lamba-Nieves 2011; DiMaggio 
and Garip 2012; Garip and Assad 2013). 

 

• The focus on social networks tends to obscure more extended 
feedback loops on the wider social, cultural and economic 
level (de Haas, 2010). 

 

• Definition of social network: A meaningful and sustained 
connection between people 
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No communication ≠ Lack of information 

Source: detelegraaf.nl 
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Social networks ≠ broadcast feedback 

Transmitted through social 
networks 

Feedback 

• Personal network feedback 
 
 

• Narrowcast feedback 
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Source: support.skype.com 
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Narrowcast feedback 

Source: oblogdanadia.blogspot.co.uk 
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Social networks ≠ broadcast feedback 

Transmitted through social 
networks 

Operating through more 
impersonal channels 

Feedback 

• Personal network feedback 
 
 

• Narrowcast feedback 

• General broadcast feedback 
 

• Embedded broadcast feedback 
 

• Induced broadcast feedback 
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General broadcast 
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General broadcast 

Source: paginasdavida.globo.com 
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Embedded broadcast 
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Embedded broadcast 

“Each of these houses was built with 
immigrant’s money... and my grandmother is 
always saying ‘Look, this guy works on 
construction in Portugal!’. People are working 
very hard over there and they are sending 
money back home, so their family can invest in 
their own construction.” 

 

(Sofia, 28, female, UA-PT, family member) 
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Induced broadcast 
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Induced broadcast 
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Induced broadcast 
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Induced broadcast 
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The interplay between broadcast 
feedback and feedback operating 

through social networks 
“You see there are four stages of migration.  
The first one is the stage of euphoria when … you love everything 
there.  
When the second stage begins you begin to hate everything … you 
miss your country… 
The next stage appears when you calm down and …clearly realize all 
the pluses and minuses of both countries.  
And the last stage is when a person understands that his or her 
country has nothing but drawbacks … Such stage can be caused when 
a person doesn’t come back for quite long time … and the image of 
one’s motherland … created by different unpleasant news on TV or in 
newspapers or so on. ” 
 

(Olga, 31, female, UA-NO, returned migrant) 
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Conclusions 

• Broadcast feedback may interact with and 
moderate the social network effects identified by 
DiMaggio and Garip (2012), but its origins lie 
outside the social networks. 

• Broadcast feedback can have a marked influence 
on migration behaviour. 

• Our analysis will be limited if we focus only on 
people’s social networks. 

• Exploring the broader context more carefully 
provides a more nuanced picture of migration 
attitudes, aspirations and decision-making. 
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