Proximal Transnationalism:
Proximity as a Salient Feature
in Transnat:onal Processes aucthaidie

\VER
) xi 5/} ‘ '
& B0 4 ‘
: O A-.:‘;,A(',
s @ n FAPERJ -
UNIVERSIDA

WARWICK e UK assoctation F & Paniniton 6o Estads do Rio de sencirs. IS
RIO DE JANEI



DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Applying to study Research Staff News and Events About us Sociology Intranet
=}

Marcos Estrada »

Marcos Estrada
Everyday Practices of Transnational Living: Making Sense of
Brasiguaio Identities

"The history of the worlc

International
Migration
Institute

UNIVERSITY OF

| OXFORD

How do land policies impact on international migration?
New working paper considers case of...

In this new working paper, Marcos Estrada of the University of Warwick examines how
Braiion and Paraguayan land polcies of the 19603, 70s and 80s affected social

Read the Paper



WHAT DO | MEAN BY PROXIMITY?

Nearness in space, time, and
relationship between place of
settlement and country of origin

v Geographical distance
v'Development of transportation
v'Advances of technology

v’ Faster Communication



WHAT DO | MEAN BY A SPACE
BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY?

A transnational space as if in or through the
limits separating both countries, or between
extremes or two contrasting conditions.

Widening of the border strip between both
countries (Albuquerque, 2010: 95-96)

v Often referred to as Fronteira



PROXIMAL TRANSNATIONALISM

* Transnationalism may vary in different ways,
including geographical distance (vertovec, 2009)

* Immigrant ties much depends on physical
distance (Safran, 2009).

* Crossfertilisation between transmigration
and border studies (Gielies, 2009)

* Short-distance transnationalism (Striiver, 2005)

* Widening of the border (Albuquerque, 2010: 95)
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BRASIGUAIOS PEDEM ANEXAgﬂO DE SUAS TERRAS AO TERRITORIO

BRASILEIRO
TENSAO

O clima separatista na Criméia parece haver tomado conta do mundo. Cataldaes, Chechenos, escoceses e agora até os
brasiguaios comegaram a agitar bandeiras e proferir discursos pregando independéncia ou anexagao por parte de
outros paises.

hspirado na Criméia, que hoje aprovou com 95 por cento do votos um referendum para posteriormente integrar-se a
Russia, um comité de brasiguaios, como sao conhecidos os brasileiros que vivem no Paraguai, votaram no CTG Alo
Chira, uma mog¢ao que pede a anexagdo de suas fazendas e propriedades ao territério brasileiro. Como Hitler invadiu a
antiga Checoslovaquia alegando proteger cidaddo alemées e Putin que cercou a peninsula ucraniana de populagéo
maijoritariamente russa. Dilma mandou sinais de apoio ao brasiquaios através do vereador Moxénio, embaixador deste
coletivo na Camara Municipal de Foz do lguagu.

O documento, conhecido como Ata do Ilvan Taborda,
homenagem ao primeiro brasileiro que imigrou para estas
terras com incentivos concedidos pek governo de Alfredo
Strossner nos anos 60, foi enviado para Congresso
Nacional em Brasilia onde passara pela analise de
honoraveis legisladores como Tiririca e Jean Willys, que
ja declarou forte apoio aos gauchos. Se a Camara e o
Senado aprovarem a separacéao das fazendas brasiguaias
do Paraguai, o proximo passo sera anexar estas terras ao
Brasil. Serdo incorporados ao pais uma populagdo de 350
mil pessoas e uma faixa territorial de 70 mil km quadrados
que respondem a 20 por cento do PB paraguaio, ARGENTINA ' CO""‘}"
conformando um novo estado brasileiro que se
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p PROXIMITY AND SPACE
BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY

‘vou put the mother in a car and rush to
Brazil... then you go back in the same
day... | would come to the Brazilian side
all the time... | had an address in Brazil

4

too.

(Delmar, 38 (33), Brazilian, 2010)



SPACE BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY

‘In Paraguay, the [ Brazilian MST]
leaders held a meeting... and 50
families... came all together in a lorry...
We left very early, and we were here in
the morning... | was already in the

Brazilian part of Paraguay.’

(Jane 32 (29), Brazilian born in Paraguayan 2010)



SPACE BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY

‘Here in the fronteira is different... you
can go and come back in the same day,
each side has a its law, but here is a
different thing it is not like within Brazil
or Paraguay.’

(F., 33 (30), Paraguayan born*, 2011)

*He was never registered as born in either Brazil or Paraguay



@ HOW PROXIMITY IS IMPORTANT IN
@& THIS PARTICULAR CASE ?

v’ Faster Claiming residence in both countries

Citizenship agency in both countries

v’ Less costly —
Facilitates transnationalisation of

v/ Variety politics

Plays a role in the creation of the
v Intensity Brasiguaio identity and sense of
betweenness

v
Frequency Strong(er) ties with the country of

origin




CONCLUSIONS

PROXIMITY...

 ...shapes migrants’ understanding of their
country of origin and settlement’s territory

 ...allows transnational practices not often
found in other transnational contexts

 ..facilitates the creation of a transnational
space (fronteira) often referred to as
‘between’ both countries, as if individuals
seemly disregard established political borders



R PROXIMITY AS A SALIENT FEATURE
IN TRANSNATIONAL PROCESSES
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