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Proximal Transnationalism 

 Proximity 
 Space between Brazil and Paraguay



Nearness in space, time, and 
relationship between place of 
settlement and country of origin

Geographical distance

Development of transportation 

Advances of technology

 Faster Communication     

WHAT DO I MEAN BY PROXIMITY? 



A transnational space as if in or through the 
limits separating both countries, or between 
extremes or two contrasting conditions. 

Widening of the border strip between both 
countries (Albuquerque, 2010: 95-96)

Often referred to as Fronteira 

WHAT DO I MEAN BY A SPACE 
BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY?



• Transnationalism may vary in different ways, 
including geographical distance (Vertovec, 2009) 

• Immigrant ties much depends on physical 
distance (Safran, 2009).

• Crossfertilisation between transmigration 
and border studies (Gielies, 2009) 

• Short-distance transnationalism (Strüver, 2005) 

• Widening of the border (Albuquerque, 2010: 95)

PROXIMAL TRANSNATIONALISM



Estrada, M. (2015). The impact of land 
policies on international migration



• Mundo Brasiguaio

VEJA (1981)
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Galpão Criollo
do Leste



Annexed to Brazil in 1872
Paraguayan War (1864-1870)

Landless camp Antônio Irmão-Brasiguaios 



‘you put the mother in a car and rush to 
Brazil… then you go back in the same 
day… I would come to the Brazilian side
all the time… I had an address in Brazil 
too.’

(Delmar, 38 (33), Brazilian, 2010)

PROXIMITY AND SPACE 
BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY



‘In Paraguay, the [ Brazilian MST] 
leaders held a meeting… and 50 
families… came all together in a lorry... 
We left very early, and we were here in 
the morning… I was already in the 
Brazilian part of Paraguay.’

(Jane 32 (29), Brazilian born in Paraguayan 2010)

SPACE BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY



‘Here in the fronteira is different… you 
can go and come back in the same day, 
each side has a its law, but here is a 
different thing it is not like within Brazil 
or Paraguay.’   

(F. , 33 (30), Paraguayan born*, 2011)

*He was never registered as born in either Brazil or Paraguay

SPACE BETWEEN BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY



Faster

Less costly

Variety

 Intensity

Frequency 

HOW PROXIMITY IS IMPORTANT IN 
THIS PARTICULAR CASE ?

Claiming residence in both countries

Citizenship agency in both countries

Facilitates transnationalisation of 
politics

Plays a role in the creation of the 
Brasiguaio identity and sense of 
betweenness 

Strong(er) ties with the country of 
origin



CONCLUSIONS
PROXIMITY…

• …shapes migrants’ understanding of their 
country of origin and settlement’s territory 

• …allows transnational practices not often 
found in other transnational contexts 

• …facilitates the creation of a transnational 
space (fronteira) often referred to as 
‘between’ both countries, as if individuals 
seemly disregard established political borders
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