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Levels of Analysis and a Relationship Between 

Agency and Structure 

1. Personal – migrant stories; tales of soldiering 

 

2. Thick description – volumes, compositions and trends 
in migrant flows; military history, campaigns and so on 

 

3. Technical studies or modelling – migration and 
development; principles of war 

 

4. Evolutionary or deep structures – transitions, historical 
mapping, global views,  

 
Modified from Ian Morris, War: What Is It Good For? Pp. 21-22. 

 

 













Mobility Characteristics of the Main Tiers 

• The core and new core  

– Internal migration declining and mainly intra- and inter-urban 

– International migration is highly variable, often within the cores, although is being 

overtaken by high levels of shorter-term mobility 

• Core extensions and potential cores 

– Rapid urbanization with pronounced rural-to-urban migration and urban-to-urban 

movements up the hierarchy 

– International migration from the labour frontiers and to the old and new cores 

• The labour frontier 

– Some rural-to-urban migration within the tier but internal migration still dominated 

by rural-to-rural movements 

– Significant international migration, circular and longer-term to both core 

extensions, potential cores and some core tiers.  

• The regions of refuge 

– Complex patterns of rural-to-rural circulation. 

– Resistance to incorporation into other tiers either through direct confrontation or 

by retreat. Large numbers of forcibly displaced peoples 











 












